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   Jesus said,  “ I am the vine, you  are the  branches” (John 15:5)                            

LIVING IN THE GIFT OF THE PRESENT 
One of my favourite philosophers is Charlie 
Brown, or more accurately the late Charles 
Schultz in his Peanuts column. Charlie 
Brown watches the first leaf fall from a tree, 
and in desperation yells at it to go back.  
I know exactly how he feels. As I watch the 
trees turning, the evenings getting cooler, 
and fall approaching, I know that summer is 
fading and winter will be here soon. Long,  
warm, sunny days will give way to long, 
cold, wet, dreary ones. For some people, 
the aversion is so great, that it is even a 
condition with a name, SAD - seasonal  
affective disorder.  
 
Wouldn’t it be nice if we could turn back the 
clock and get control over time? Then we 
could extend those good days and delete 
the bad ones, recapture lost opportunities, 
make up for mistakes, recover our youth. 
But time seems to march on relentlessly 
without taking direction from us. 
 
Ecclesiastes 3, which some of us old  
rockers remember as a pop song made 
famous in the 60’s, puts it all in perspective: 
To everything there is a season, a time for 
every purpose under heaven...(NKJV) 
Two Greek words for time: chronos,  
meaning linear time with a beginning and 
an end. Events are moving towards a  
conclusion and consummation, not the  
cyclical view where everything goes round 
in circles. Within this chronology there is 
the kairos of God, which are particular God- 
appointed moments of decision and  
opportunity. In relation to eternity, our life 
span is but a moment. You sweep men 
away in the sleep of death, they are like the 
new grass of the morning -- though in the 
morning it springs up new, by evening it is 
dry and withered (Psalm 90:5,6). One  
minute we are rejoicing in the life of a new 
born baby, the next they are married and 
having babies of their own. One moment  
we are looking to our parents for nurture,  
provision and protection, the next we are 
taking care of them, and then mourning 

their passing. This sounds so depressing, 
especially as many of us are well into the 
second half of life with time running out.  
If we can’t go back, what can we do?  
 
Jesus says, I am the Alpha and the Omega, 
the Beginning and the End, who is who 
was, and who is to come. He is the Lord of 
the history of the ages, the Lord of eternity 
and wants to be Lord of our lives. All the 
days ordained for me were written in your 
book before one of them came to be (Psalm 
130:16). We are called to make the most of 
every kairos moment in the midst of the 
twenty four hours of every day of chronos  
time. For us as Christians, living in the  
present, at peace with the past, with hope 
for tomorrow, is part of the gift of our  
inheritance made available to us by the  
God who is the same yesterday, today  
and forever. 
  
My mother has Alzheimer's and no short 
term memory. This means she seems to 
have no regrets about the past, nor fears 
about the future. Her reality is in the  
present.  We have had to learn to enjoy the 
present moment with her, knowing that in 
five minutes she won’t remember anything. 
I am not saying that this is ideal, but it offers 
an illustration of how we should have a  
focus on making the most of every moment. 
So many people live in bondage to the 
hurts, failures and regrets of their past.  
Others live in fear, anxiety and worry about 
what might happen in the future, and then 
worry more when it doesn’t. Our Lord Jesus 
puts it like this: Therefore do not worry 
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry 
about itself, Each day has enough trouble  
of its own (Matthew 6:33 NIV).  
 
So as I look back on the past summer, I 
rejoice in the many wonderful things that we 
experienced; from a wonderful holiday and 
travels, to great family celebrations which 
included our daughter’s wedding and my 
mother’s 90th birthday, and the exciting 

birth of the ACNA at the conference in 
Texas. At COOL, while it was quiet as  
people took a well-earned break from all  
the organisation and activities, there were 
also productive ministries such as seniors 
outings, weekly organ recitals, a great 
spring clean in the church basement,  
a variety of preachers, the LIM-led prayer 
day for the opening of the Legislature,  
and so on.  
 
But I can’t just sit in the sun, hoping the 
days will stay warm and the leaves won’t 
fall. With all the uncertainty in the economy, 
political instability, terrorist threats, scarcity 
of resources, changing weather patterns 
and environmental challenges, that would 
be tempting. We don’t know what the long 
term future holds; but without sounding too 
cliché, we do know who holds the future 
and where to put our trust. Heaven and 
earth will pass away but my word will last 
forever (Matthew 24:35). Every day, every 
week, as we celebrate the Lordship of  
Jesus and stand on His Word, we know  
we are secure in His eternal purpose.  
 
Now we look forward to the next season,  
to the fall, when everything starts up again. 
This Sunday we gather to worship our Lord 
Jesus Christ, celebrate around His table, 
have a great fellowship lunch/agape meal, 
and be commissioned as ministers in His 
Majesty’s Service (IHMS). I am really  
looking forward to all the action again. 
Sanctuary Youth Centre are open after their 
month break, Cridge Club will be starting 
soon, so I will have at least one good meal 
a week (only kidding Lynne), the Thrift  
Shop continues to keep me clothed in the 
latest fashions, Josh is doing a great job  
gathering the twenty-somethings together 
for fun and discipleship. It will be great to 
have the Sunday School children all back 
and anxiously reminding me that they have 
to get to their classes. I exhort/encourage/
challenge you to make the most of the  

(Continued on page 2) 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
The inaugural Assembly of the Province of 
the Anglican Church in North America met 
in St. Vincent’s Cathedral, Bedford, Texas 
from June 22 through 25, 2009. Over eight 
hundred attendees, including more than two 
hundred elected delegates, participated  
together in worship and fellowship, in  
receiving instruction, and in the sharing of 
insight and vision. The principal business 
of the Assembly was that of ratifying the 
Constitution and Canons of the new  
Province. This objective was achieved in 
half the time allotted in the schedule,  
displaying the oneness of mind and spirit 
which prevailed throughout the sessions  
of the Assembly. On the evening of 
Wednesday, June 24, 2009, in the context 
of a Festival Eucharist held at Christ 
Church, Plano, Texas, the Most Rev. 
Robert William Duncan was invested and 

installed as Archbishop of the Province of 
the Anglican Church in North America. 
 
The Reformed Episcopal Church is a  
constituent and founding member of this 
new Province which, at its establishment,  
is comprised of twenty-eight dioceses in  
the United States and Canada, representing 
over seven hundred congregations with a 
combined average Sunday attendance of 
more than one hundred thousand persons. 
The Province has already received official 
recognition by the Church of Nigeria 
(Anglican Communion), and by the Church 
of Uganda. Recognition by other faithful 
Anglican provinces is anticipated as the 
appropriate agencies of these jurisdictions 
meet in council. 
 
Every diocese of the Reformed Episcopal 
Church in North America was represented 
in the Provincial Assembly by their  
bishops, as well as by clerical and lay  
delegates. In addition, Reformed  
Episcopalians have exercised important 
roles as members of the task forces and 
commissions which prepared for the  
inauguration of the new Province. It is  
expected that our people will continue to 
serve in key positions as the mission of  
the Province moves forward. 
 
The paramount aspect of the new Province 
is its focus on the mission of the church. 
Committed to the ultimate authority of the 
Holy Scriptures, to the proclamation of the 
saving Gospel of Jesus Christ, to the  
catholic (i.e. universal) creeds and to the 
formularies of historic Anglican  
Christianity, the Province is imbued with  
a determination to build the Kingdom of 
God. Archbishop Duncan laid before the 
Assembly the challenge to plant one  
thousand new churches in the next five 
years. As Reformed Episcopalians we have 
a new vast and vital partnership of Anglican 
Christians with whom to participate in  
fulfilling that objective. 
 
In this new provincial relationship the  
Reformed Episcopal Church retains  
its identity as a sub-jurisdiction. Our  
Constitution and Canons remain in place, 
and our liturgical uses and practices are 
unchanged. We recognize that as partners  
in a larger Anglican body, whose members 
represent differing backgrounds and  
customs within a common tradition,  

we have important matters of understanding 
and practice to discuss and resolve through 
out the months and years which lie ahead. 
Certainly those who acknowledge a  
common authority, profess a common faith, 
adhere to a common tradition, and share a 
common mission and goal can prayerfully 
expect, in faith, that the Lord of the church 
will bring about such resolution in His  
appointed time. The basis for such  
confidence is founded in His own expressed 
prayer and desire that His people "...be 

brought to complete unity, that the world 

may know...." of Him and of His salvation. 
(St. John 17:23) 
 
It is important to recognize that the  
establishment of this new Anglican  
Province does not merely represent a  
realignment of faithful Anglicans in North 
America. What has taken place here is part 
of a global movement to re-order and  
mobilize faithful Anglicans for evangelism 
and mission. The Fellowship of Confessing 
Anglicans sponsored a gathering just days 
ago in the United Kingdom under the theme  
"Be Faithful" in order to advance the same 
post-GAFCON objectives in their part of 
the world as have given birth to a new 
Province in North America. What God has 
privileged us to be part of here in the 
United States and Canada is nothing less 
than a new reformation of the church which 
is taking shape around the world. 
 
A whole new era of opportunity is opened 
up before us in carrying out our mission to 
proclaim the Gospel, to make disciples of 
all people, and to build the church. "Unto 

whomsoever much is given, of him shall 

much be required." (St. Luke 12:48)  
May God, in His grace and by His Spirit, 
grant us the wisdom, the enablement,  
and the zeal to fulfill our calling to the 
glory of His name. 
 
 

Faithfully yours, in Christ, 
(The Most Rev.) Leonard W. Riches 

Presiding Bishop 
 
Episcopal Office:  
85 Smithtown Road  
Pipersville, PA 18947-1604  
E-mail: Nicaea@aol.com 
Telephone: 610-294-8001 

TO THE CLERGY  

AND PARISHES  

OF THE REFORMED  

EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

training, fellowship, ministry opportunities 
offered. On Tuesday evenings we’ll be 
gathering for Ambassador Training where 
I’ll be looking at the characteristics of a 
disciple, and on Mondays (to be confirmed) 
the Healing Room training with Pastor  
Peter will continue in preparation to open  
in the new year. During the day, the 
Wednesday Bible study with Lynne, and 
the Cridge College Old Testament Survey 
Course with Bishop Rob on Friday after-
noon, pick up again. And then there are the 
home growth groups which will be starting 
soon as well. Soon we’ll be celebrating our 
135th anniversary at the end of October 
with a surprise event, and then it will be all 
the Advent and Christmas special services. 
So the choir and music and hospitality 
teams will be busy.    
 

This is the day, the season and the  
opportunity that the Lord has made,  

we will rejoice in it and be glad.  
May we all make the most of our  

chronos and kairos time.  
 

In His Time,  
In His Service, 

Rod 

(Continued from page 1) 
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British pastor and Bible teacher Michael 
Wilcock concludes that the last book of  
the Hebrew Bible,  Chronicles (yes, that’s 
right, not Malachi) punctuates God’s Old  
Testament message. The date is some time 
in the fourth century BC and we are at the 
very end of Old Testament history.  The 
Kingdoms of Judah and Israel have both 
long since ended in invasion, ruin, and  
exile.  Years have gone by. Some of the 
exiles have returned, and their descendants 
are living quietly as subjects of the king  
of Persia in what is now merely a small 
province of his immense empire. 
 
As I reflected on their condition, I asked 
myself, “What could God possibly give  
to His people and the people of His temple 
that might sustain them through the next 
four centuries of His apparent silence and 
inactivity until the Advent that even then 
would go largely unrecognized and  
unacknowledged?” The answer: their  
legacy as the people of God and the  
memory of His constant acts of salvation 
and grace in their past.  With that , I was 
transported out of the ancient Bible world 
into this secular modern world. 
 
Michael Wilcock argues that for the people 
of God today, being ignored is actually 
worse than being persecuted.  Christians 
appear to be a feeble minority in a world 
that in practice bears no relevance to the 
world of their Bible. Canadians in a poll, 
chose Dr. David Suzuki as the person they 
most trust in Canada.  He beat out the 
Queen by one spot and finished well ahead 
of the Prime Minister (7), Don Cherry (14), 
and Mr. Ignatieff (17).  Science appears  
to be the new gospel of our society and  
culture, while an active faith in God 
through Jesus in the power of the Holy 
Spirit is relegated to personal  opinion.   
I am reminded of an age when the church 
spoke with such authority that when it  
took on science - albeit in scientific error - 
people automatically chose to believe her 
rather than the solar-centric theories of one  
Galileo. 
 
As in past summers, the thing that  
consistently drew the most crowds and 
brought families and friends together for 
seasonal, air-conditioned (you already 

know I’m not talking about a cool COOL  
or the local churches) excitement was the 
local multiplex or single-screen cinema.  
Box office grosses on Hollywood’s summer 
fare of largely noisy, mindless and dull 
blockbusters, and crude and rude and  
unfunny comedies populated by obnoxious 
protagonists, topped last summer’s returns.  
Films like Transformers made more than  
$1 billion worldwide, with re-release  
revenues and DVD rentals and sales still 
pending. In short, the industry covered its 
budgets so that they can bring us more  
of the same next year. “Escape Reality” 
proclaim the posters on the cinema doors.  
But escape to what?   
 
There is a distinct apocalyptic edge to some 
of these films that is both unsettling and 
unpleasant. As soon as 2018, we are told, 
machines will rule the world and will 
unleash a holocaust on what remains of the 
human race (Terminator Salvation).  In the 
future South Africa of the post-apartheid 
era, undesirable aliens, who look like 
prawns on steroids, have become the object 
of racial hatred and bigotry (District 9).  
But it’s going to get worse.  God is going  
to get us, if not through the effects of global 
warming (2012-coming soon), then by  
revenge-seeking angels, having apparently 
reneged on his rainbow promise to Moses 
(Legion-coming later).  In the so-called 
comedies, Christian evangelicals are  
lampooned and ridiculed as they are  
depicted as shallow and hypocritical, falling 
into promiscuity on the female side, and 
into same-sex relationship on the male side, 
once they leave the security of the “Bible 
belt” (Whatever Works).  Respectful prayer 
before meals, as was the custom in the old-
style films, has been replaced by lengthy 
and muddled litanies to the “Great 
Foodgiver” (Away We Go). 
 
The Chroniclers answer to all of this, then 
and now, is simple and direct.  It is in his 
opening genealogy fastening on three 
names - David, Jacob, and Adam.  
 

Yes, we may say “What about Moses and  

Abraham”, and rightly so.  But the  
Chronicler’s point is this - what God  
established through grace in Moses and 
Abraham did not reach the required level of 

human activity until those three took action.  
In other words, David set up the kingdom,  
it was Jacob, now Israel, who sired the 
twelve patriarchs, and Adam who  
procreated the rest of mankind. 
 
“What, as a practical response to the  
grace of God, are we, the people of God,  
to be like?”, asks Michael Wilcock.  
As descendants of David, we are to be  
the twenty-first century version of His  
kingdom, where national, provincial  
and municipal leaders see their role as  
viceroys, governing with divine authority.  
As descendants of Israel, we are to be the  
modern equivalent of his family, strong in 
bond and kinship, helping and encouraging 
each other in every way as we uphold the 
divine model of the family and all of its 
godly virtues.  As descendants of the  
pre-fallen Adam, we are to incorporate the 
true humanity in all of its God-ordained 
form. 
 
It is no virtue for the twenty-first century  
to regard itself as a period whose needs and 
problems are unique.  Even if no one else 
will do it, the church must put down its 
roots through the centuries of Christian  
history God has given us to proclaim  
salvation far and wide.  She must find in 
every one of them the continuing people  
of God, and the continuing principles by 
which they prove His reality: ‘one church, 
one faith, one Lord.’ 
 

In Christ’s love to each  
and  everyone of you, 

Peter. 

PASTORAL REFLECTIONS ON A POST-MODERN POST-SUMMER 

 

Bulletin bloopers from the 
days of typewriters: 

 
The pastor would appreciate it if the 
ladies of the congregation would lend 
him their electric girdles for the pancake 
breakfast next Sunday. 
 
Eight new choir robes are currently 
needed due to the addition of several 
new members and to the deterioration 
of some older ones. 
 
Potluck supper Sunday at 5 pm -  
prayer and medication to follow. 
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MEN’S MINISTRY GROUP: 
Meeting once a month on  

Saturday mornings. 
Next meeting:  

September 19th at 9:30 am. 
 

Join with us as we focus on men's  
concerns and discuss ways to better  

become the men God designed us to be. 
 

For more info, call Ted Lavallee  
at 250-388-6483.  

What an exciting time we had doing the 
Lord’s work on our trip to Cuba this year. 
When we left them last year, we had two 
churches with approximately 260 people. 
When we left this year, we had four 
churches with an average attendance of 
440 people, with a fifth church to open in 
Havana by September. What a privilege  
it is to be used of the Lord in this way!! 
I want to thank the people of Church of 
Our Lord and the Diocese for their support 
of this growing presence of the Reformed 
Episcopal Church in Cuba. Your prayers, 
vocal support and financial contributions 
have made this possible. All of the people 
in the four cities are very appreciative of 
the help that they receive from Canada, 
and respond most strongly each week as 
they gather together in their Prayer  
Stations and pray for us. Claudia will be 
preparing her annual Cuban Chronicles, 
with the typing help of Jenny Stuart, and 
this should be available soon for those who 
wish a copy. My report here is but a very 
brief summary of the details that she has 
put together. 
 
While there was opposition from old 
"slew-foot" for this trip, the Lord prevailed 
and we arrived safely on the Island. Our 
first responsibility was to inspect the  
work that Archdeacon Ramon is doing to 
re-construct part of a large downtown 
building that will house both the Havana 
Church and his own living quarters. This  
is a necessary way to obtain a suitable 
property in Cuba for Church purposes. 
There must be someone living in the  
premises in order for the authorities to  
allow church services to be conducted. 
This is true for all churches that are not 
part of those denominations which were 
legal entities prior to the Revolution 50 
years ago. The work on the property is  
going quite well and Ramon expects that  
it will be available for service by the first 
of September. There are presently eight  
families in the immediate area who have 
expressed their desire to be part of the 
church. There is no church within fifteen 
blocks in any direction of this place. 
 
Our original church in Moa, Iglesia San 
Marcos, is doing quite well under the  
Rectorship of Rev’d. William Gonzales.  

It is growing, with 195 members, and 
while there, I was able to conduct over 12 
baptisms in a nearby river. At San Juan  
in Ciego de Avila, Deacon Reinaldo is 
holding the central services in his home 
and also conducting services each Sunday 
in three outlying Prayer Stations. They 
now have a membership of 95. In the City 
of Holguin, approximately 200 km. West 
from Moa, our translator Walter, who I 
made a Lay Reader last year, has founded 
a new church of 45, who voted in January 
of this year to be a Parish in the REC. The 
name of the church is Iglesia san Pablo.  
 
This year I made Walter a Deacon. We 
also visited a small community called  
Las Margaritas, where we met a man who  
had been a Lay Reader in the Episcopal  
Church of Cuba, but who had left that  
denomination due to their liberal leanings. 
Ramon and I shared with him about the 
REC, and he wanted to join with his 
church. I asked him to first contact his 
church leadership to ensure that they too 
wanted this to happen. This he did over  
the following week and on my return, I 
examined him to be a Lay Reader in the 
REC and then received him and his  
congregation of 120. In each church I  
was able to preach, baptise, confirm, bless 
marriages and either ordain a Deacon or 
make a Lay Reader. 
 
As our churches are not yet "legal entities", 
I had to conduct my services and preach  
in other churches that were offered to us. 
They were Pentecostal, Baptist and  
Nazarene. I thank the Lord for those  
opportunities. This hindrance enabled me 
to be able to watch and hear those who  
are leading our churches there and I was  
well pleased. They are all good men, well 
capable of leading people to the Lord. We 
now have two Presbyters (one an  
Archdeacon), two Deacons and six Lay 
Readers. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me for 
further information on this latest trip and 
please get and read the Cuban Chronicles 
released by Claudia. God bless you all and 
may the Lord’s hands be upon you and 
your families. 

+Charles 

BISHOP’S BENCH  I AM  
 

I AM the beginning of all  things, the end  
of all things and in the midst of all things.  

 
I was present at your birth; I will be there  

at the end of your years and through  
all the days in between.  

 
I AM ever present.  

 
I AM not only the God of your past and  

your future, but I AM also the God of your  
present moments. All that I have been  

and will be, I AM to you now.  
 

You do not have to look at the coming year 
and wonder how you will get through it 

physically, emotionally, mentally, financially 
or spiritually.  

 
I AM your life, health, strength and supply.  

 
I AM your source, your confidence,  

your victory! 
 

Submitted by Edna Boulby.  
Author unknown. 
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KIDS KORNER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

How to protect yourself  
and others from Influenza. 

 
 

• Cough or sneeze into  
 tissue or sleeve, not 

into your hands, and  
 throw tissue away  
 immediately. 
 
 
 
• Wash hands frequently with soap and 

warm water, 
especially after 
you cough or 
sneeze. Carry 
hand sanitizer 
in pocket or 
purse. 

 

 
 
 
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose or 

mouth, as germs can spread that way. 
 
• If you are over 65 yrs and prone to  

bronchitis etc., talk to your doctor 
about getting ‘Pneumovax’. 

 
• Get a flu shot when it becomes       

available. 
 
• Take a multivitamin and Vitamin D 

daily. Check the amount with your    
doctor. 

 
• Avoid close contact with people who 

are sick. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

• Stay at home if you’re sick. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Stay well hydrated and get enough rest. 
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Add the numbers to the left to give 
you the code you need to find out 

how much God loves us. 

TIPS FOR H1N1 FLU SEASON 
Passed on by Rosemarie Hahn (R.N.) 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES  
by Sylvia Van Kirk, Heritage Coordinator 

email: archives@churchofourlord.org 

A Tribute (and a Mystery) 
 

 Sir James Douglas, the principal  
benefactor of Church of Our Lord, died  
in 1877.  The newly-constructed Church 
was filled to overflowing for his funeral 
conducted by Bishop Cridge on August 6, 
1877.  The unusual document transcribed 
below is a condolence letter written by the 
choir of the Church of Our Lord to his wife 
and family. The original is written on a 
large piece of parchment and signed by 23 
members of the choir.  
 This fascinating document is now  
a prized possession of the COOL Archives 
but it only came into the church’s  
possession a few years ago.  Unfortunately, 
the name of the donor has been lost but  
it was likely a descendant of one of  
signatories below. We hope to be able  
to identify the donor and are continuing  
research about the members of the choir 
and the organists of COOL. A few choir 
members are identified below.   
 
 
  Victoria B.C. August 13th 1877 

 

To Lady Douglas and family 

 

Dear Madam, 

 
 We, the members of the Choir of  
the Church of our Lord, beg to tender our 
heartfelt sympathy in the sore bereavement 
which has befallen your family in the death 
of our revered friend Sir James Douglas.  
To praise one whose name is in every 
mouth, and whose memory is in every 
heart, were superfluous for us. The lively 
interest which, whether in his public or  
private capacity, Sir James Douglas ever 
displayed in the promotion of true religion 
in this country which he so ably and  
faithfully governed; the liberal support and 
fostering care which he extended to our 
own Reformed Church; and the deep and 
heartfelt devotion with which he ever 
united in our common worship; render  
his departure no ordinary loss to all, but 
especially to our own congregation.  We 
trust that the mercy which has spared to  

 
 
you, dear Lady Douglas, a son1 to be a stay 
of your declining years, will also mature  
the promise which Mr Douglas’ early life 
affords of emulating in all its excellence  
the career of his honoured parent.  We trust 
that the able and talented aid which Miss 
Douglas2 has uniformly rendered to the 
service of song in our sanctuary, and the 
delight which Sir James himself ever took 
in that branch of Christian devotion, will 
plead our excuse for thus intruding on your 
season of sorrow.  May you and yours, dear 
Lady Douglas, be abundantly comforted by 
that gracious Father whom he honoured and 
served, and by the reflection that he, being 
dead, yet speaketh, in deeds which will not 
soon be forgotten. 
      
Your loving friends 
and faithful servants 
 
Mary Leech3   Rowland E Green 
A. E. Mason   John Bagnall 
L. M. Caldwell   C.W. Jenkinson5c 
May Higgins    Robt Jenkinson5a 
Eliza Smith   Jno Nicholles 
Kate Macdonald4  R. Jones 
Annie M. Jenkinson5b  P.T. Johnston 
Mary McTavish  R.W. Fawcett 
Helen Grahame Mouat6a Eli Harrison Jr. 
Caroline Dugdale Dodgson   William Leigh 
John Duncan    J.L. Willis 
  

 Coote M. Chambers 

 Choir Master 

 
 
1. James Douglas, Jr., the only surviving 
son of the Douglas’s, was born in Victoria 
in 1851.  He was educated in England to  
prepare him to follow in his father’s   
footsteps. He was an original trustee of  
the Church of Our Lord, but unfortunately 
he died prematurely in 1883.  The memorial 
window on the left in the chancel is  
dedicated to him. 
 
2. Martha Douglas, the youngest Douglas 
daughter, born in Victoria in 1854.  She 
married Dennis Reginald Harris at Church  

 
 
of Our Lord in 1878 and did much to  
promote the music and the arts in Victoria.  
She carved the decorative wooden panels 
around the top of the pulpit. 
 
3. Mary “Fanny” Leech was the first  
organist of Church of Our Lord.  She  
arrived in Victoria on the “brideship”  
Tynemouth in 1862. 
 
4. Kate Macdonald was the wife of Senator 
William John Macdonald.  Loyal followers 
of Cridge who performed their marriage 
ceremony in 1857,  they played an  
important role in the founding of both 
Church of Our Lord and the B.C. Protestant 
Children’s Home.  
 
5a-c.  Robert Jenkinson was the business 
partner of Charles Hayward and their firm 
won the contract to build the church in 
1875.  His son and daughter who were choir 
members were both married at by Cridge at 
the church.  His daughter Annie married 
Percival Ridout Brown. 
 
6. Helen Grahame Mouat was a featured 
church soloist.  Her mother was the noted 
pianist Mary Anne Ainsley who had come 
out with her husband HBC Captain  
Alexander Mouat in 1855 on the same ship 
at the Cridges.  Helen married another choir 
member in Richard Jones in 1895. 

   

 
GERIATRIC HUMOUR 

 
A very elderly gentleman, (mid nineties) 
very well dressed, hair well groomed, 
great looking suit, flower in his lapel, 
smelling slightly of a good after shave, 
presenting a well-looked after image, 
walks into an upscale cocktail lounge.  
 
Seated at the bar is an elderly looking 
lady (mid eighties). The gentleman walks 
over, sits alongside of her, orders a 
drink, takes a sip, turns to her and says,  
“So tell me, do I come here often?” 
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MICHAEL GREEN -  

ADVENTURE OF FAITH  
 
I first met Michael Green when he  
conducted a mission in Durban, South  
Africa in the early 1970’s. After a fairly 
lengthy process of application, Lynne and  
I headed off for Theological training at St. 
John’s College in Nottingham, England, 
where he was the Principal at the time. 
There we got to know his wife, Rosemary, 
who took Lynne under her wing in a  
mentorship role. As I read this book, an 
autobiographical reflection on 50 years of 
ministry, I recognised how much he, along 
with other wonderful Christian leaders,  
influenced my life, particularly in the  
formation of my theology and practice  
during those early years. 
 
As Michael shares his own conversion  
experience, he clearly outlines God’s  
salvation plan. He describes the four  
elements vital to conversion. The  
conscience is stirred, understanding  
illuminated, will surrendered, and life 
changed. Evangelism, his passion for  
Jesus Christ and sharing the good news 
comes through in all he says and does. He 
shares on the student ministry and how he 

began his vast writing career.  It is in the 
describing of his own parish ministry  
experience that I see the similarity in my 
own views. In particular the principle of  
not trying to do the ministry ourselves,  
but gathering and equipping the saints  
for ministry. He showed a flexibility and 
adaptability as Rector of a congregation  
in Vancouver by introducing an early  
contemporary service to reach young  
families while leaving the existing more 
traditional service intact. Does that sound 
familiar? I love his defense of Evangelical-
ism as “nothing more than a wholehearted 
commitment to the unadorned Christianity 
of the New Testament.” 
 
He asks and answers some great  
questions:  
 What is the relationship between 
Scripture, reason and tradition in terms of 
authority?  
 As a Christian, Evangelical and  
Anglican (or whatever denomination), 
which takes priority in our allegiance?  
 What are some of the objections to   
Evangelicalism and the differences with 
fundamentalism?  
 What are the positive and negative 
aspects of the Renewal movement and the  
challenges it poses to the Church? 
  

 
 
 

 How can we retain our distinctives  
while at the same time cooperate with 
Christians who may have different views to 
ourselves? 
 Can Roman Catholic and Protestant 
Churches come together in the work of the 
Gospel?  
 What is a woman’s role in leader-
ship, and particularly with reference to  
ordination? 
 And on one of the most divisive  
issues of our time, what should the 
Church’s response be to homosexuality? 
 How can we cater for different  
worship styles to meet contemporary needs 
and preserve the best of tradition? 
 
In all the complex issues, Michael tackles 
them head-on with Biblical and personal 
honesty.  
 
If you feel disheartened at the state of the 
world or church, the many testimonies 
gleaned from his years of travel, offer  
encouragement in the way the Holy Spirit  
is moving all over the world. He ends the 
book with his faith firmly rooted in the God 
who will never fail or forsake us, and in the 
the resurrection as our hope for tomorrow. 
Reading this life adventure was great fun 
and I have placed a copy in the library for 
you to enjoy as well.  

Rod. 

BOOK CORNER: Recommended Reading 

INTEGRITY -  
Its Spiritual Importance 

                                 By Janet-Lee Saunders 
 
Greetings, Dear Family of God, 
 I have chosen to undertake this often 
misunderstood, sometimes daunting subject 
matter because it is a blessed necessity for 
our walk with Christ and because it has 
become very dear to my heart. 
     What is Integrity?  The definition is vast. 
But simply put, it is transparency, or total 
honesty with one’s self and others.  Tall 
order?  Oh yes!  It requires an attitude of 
humility and a genuine desire to portray a 
living example of this wonderful word. We 
sinners, saved by grace, have free access to 
all that integrity embodies through our 
prayers that lead to humility and a true  
hunger for God’s Word. Then integrity  
becomes a light in a darkened room.  
     The key is to honestly seek to  
understand integrity and to show it in our  
 

lives. One could say that integrity is the 
stem from which grows beautiful fruits.  
We must allow God to tear down our “high 
places,” (the things we idolize, in the way 
spoken of in the Old Testament.)  Through 
it, God can reveal those things in us that 
may s-q-u-e-e-z-e our comfort zone.  
      
Here are seven questions we may ask  
ourselves: 
1.  Am I honest before God? 
2. Do I really seek the joy and  
freedom that true humility brings? 
3. Do I want wisdom, with its  
responsibilities? 
4.  What do I watch, read and listen to? 
5. Do I compromise explicit directives  
in God’s Word concerning the Church? 
6. Do I go that extra mile with my  
resources to further the Gospel? 
7. Do I listen closely for the whisper of  
the Holy Spirit and do exactly what He says 
without question or compromise? 
      

Fellow Christians, integrity is an  
attainable attribute if we seek the fullness of 
Christ. As St. Paul says in 1 Timothy 6:12, 
“Fight the good fight.”  Don’t be  
discouraged.  We can all look forward to 
exciting inner change and outer portrayal of 
Christ’s work in us! We can’t give up. And 
we can boast of nothing “save the cross and 
Christ crucified.”  What a Legacy! 
                                    Blessings on you all, 

                         In His precious name, Jesus, 
                                      A fellow warrior, 

                                       Janet-Lee 
Food for Prayer Thought: 

It’s not just thinking I hear You, Lord,  
and going out and doing 

It’s knowing I hear You, Lord,  
and just being in You. 

Blossoms just are. They don’t do. 
By being in tune with the Creator,  

they are very beautiful, smell wonderful 
and give others joy. 

Being in You, Lord, blossoms lovely,  
tasteful, fragrant fruit. 



 

• Cridge Memorial College: 
  Old Testament Survey with Bishop Rob Badham.  
 

• Non-accredited courses via correspondence: Christian History & Systematic Theology.  
        Call Rob Badham at 250-744-3731 for more information. 

VICTORIA SUZUKI 
PIANO SCHOOL 

Victoria & Langford 

‘Since music has so much to do with the 
molding of character, it is necessary that we 

teach our children’ Aristotle 
 

• A Montessori-styled music  
environment for young children. 

• A personalized music program for 
middle and high school students. 

 

Bambie Maree  A.V.C.M. 
30 years teaching experience 

www.vsps.ca   250-385-8355 
musicnow@islandnet.com 

 

‘Music is that which penetrates the ear with 

facility and quits the memory with difficulty’ 
Thomas Beecham 
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The GrapeVine is the 
official newsletter of:  
Church of Our Lord  

626 Blanshard St 
Victoria BC V8W 3G6  

Tel: 250-383-8915  
Fax: 250-383-8916 

email: office@churchofourlord.org 
website: www.churchofourlord.org 

 

Rector: Rev. Dr. Rod Ellis 
Assistant Pastor: Rev. Peter Umland 
GrapeVine Editor: Ingrid Andreller 

 
 

While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy  
of this publication, responsibility cannot be taken  

for any errors which may inadvertently occur.  
Copyright of text remains with Church of Our Lord. 

 

This publication is distributed without charge  
and may not be sold for profit. 

COOL Mission Statement: 

“To know and love our Lord 

To go and grow His Church.”  

 

PRAYER CHAIN 
 

For personal and emergency  
prayer requests, contact 

Lynne Ellis at 250-652-6496  
or email: lynneellis@shaw.ca 

 

TITHES and 
DONATIONS: 

 
 

Direct Debit or Pre-authorized Credit Card 
payments are an easy and convenient 

alternative to envelopes.  
Please call Pam Beecroft at  

250-360-0206 for more information. 

COURSES 

 

If you wish to join a group, please speak to Pastor Rod. 
 

• Mondays at 1:30 pm: WALK OUT OF WORRY at Edna Boulby’s. Tel: 250-382-1382. 
 

• Mondays at 2 pm: MONDAY AT MARY’S. Call Jack Krayenhoff at 250-381-6556. 
 

• Wednesdays at 10:00 am: BIBLE STUDY with Lynne Ellis.  Tel: 250-652-6496.               
 

• Thursdays at noon (Sept to June): CRIDGE CLUB. Call Jack Krayenhoff at 250-381-6556. 
 

• Fridays at 9:30 am: WORSHIP THRU DANCE. Call Agniya Sotskova at 250-380-7787. 
 

• Fridays/Saturdays: HOMEBUILDERS. Come & find out how to build a stronger marriage.   
Contact Dan & Suzanne Hagel at 250-380-9433. 

 

• Saturdays (once a month): MEN’S MINISTRY. Call Ted Lavallee at 250-388-6483. 
 

• Sundays at 12:30 pm: THE SHACK in the Fellowship Room. Call Val Smith at 250-598-3385. 
 

• 1st Sunday of the month (Oct-June): CLASSIC HYMN SING at 2pm in the hall. 

 GROWTH & MINISTRY GROUPS  

Monday - Friday  
8 am to 4 pm 

526 Esquimalt Rd 
Tel: 250-382-9092 

 
  Your hosts: 

Richard & Lynda Montgomery 

OLDE WORLD CAFÉ  
& Tea House 

 

Victoria Prayer Counselling is a safe place 

where Christians in need of healing can 

come to open their hearts to Almighty God  

and receive His healing through prayer,  

loving counsel and the Word of God. 
 

2604 Quadra Street,  
Victoria, B.C. V8T 4E4   

Phone/Fax: 250-727-3722    
www.victoriaprayercounselling.ca  

 
 
 
 
 
Sanctuary  Youth Centre  

 
www.sanctuaryyouth.org  

Tel: 250-385-6255  
 

Open Tuesday-Thursday 
3 pm to 5 pm & 7pm to 9 pm. 

Fridays: 3 pm to 9 pm 

LEADING INFLUENCE MINISTRIES 
Chaplaincy Ministry to our MLAs 

 
Tim Schindel 

Tel: 250-483-5403 
 

www.leadinginfluence.com 

UNDER THE  
UMBRELLA 

Pre-school daycare 
 
    Raymonde         

Foyster  
Tel: 250-320-0022 

 


