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“TOUCH OF JESUS…” 
That’s what it was called and that’s exactly 
what happened.  Everyone who participated 
in the organization and/or attended the five 
daily meetings and Sunday services with 
Pastor Larry, especially if they answered 
his call to come up for ministry, was in 
some way touched by the Lord. Close  
to a total of three hundred came to the 
Tuesday-Friday evening and Saturday  
afternoon sessions, giving an average of  
$5 per person.  We were able to donate, 
after the church’s expenses, $1,150 to  
Pastor’s Larry’s worldwide mission.   
Praise the Lord! 
 
Praise the Lord again, that we were able to 
organize a major event such as this despite 
our limited resources.  I have sent out about 
25 personal, handwritten thank you notes to 
those who stood out in their practical help 
with all facets of the organization both from 
within our own church as well as Full  
Gospel Businessmen’s Fellowship (wives 
included, of course!).  But I want to include 
our whole congregation in the support I 
received for this initial phase of our  
ongoing healing mission.  Close to 50%  
of those who came were from COOL, a 
figure that exceeded all my hopes and  
expectations.  I believe that we at COOL 
are uniquely qualified to host such events 
due to our heritage, our credentials of  
faith, and our credibility, and I believe the  
Christian community in Victoria is looking 
to us for leadership. 
 
Speaking of leaders, a very special personal 
thank you to our own Pastor Rod for  
his untiring personal support and  
encouragement and the personal direction 
he gave me whenever I needed it. 
Beyond any of the numbers, however,  
what was far more important in terms of  

the Lord’s work was that for one week the 
weak, the needy, the hurting, and the bodily 
afflicted of Victoria came to our church 
where they received ministry, comfort,  
solace, and healing.  Personal testimonies 
abound, and I want to share some of the 
ones that stand out in my memory.  Most  
of them are word-of-mouth since only one 
person followed the church’s e-mail appeal 
to send in testimonies.  They are presented 
to encourage those who supported the  
mission and for the purposes of posterity  
as well as for the benefit of Pastor Larry’s 
promotional material.  They are a  
condensation and compression of my own 
subjective impression of what I have been 
privileged to experience and listen to others 
tell about their experiences.  They are in  
no way intended to identify or embarrass 
the individuals concerned.  Anyone still 
wishing to have their testimony recorded  
by the church office is more than welcome 
to do so. 
 
· After the Sunday 9:30 service, two 
women, one from our congregation, the 
other from outside, were standing together 
in line waiting for Pastor Larry to minister 
to them.  While they waited, they shared 
their reasons for being there.  The person 
from outside the church said she was  
having problems with her eyes.  When the 
other person reached her turn, she offered 
to let her neighbour go first.  Upon which 
the latter said it was no longer necessary, 
her eyes were fine! 
· A woman had befriended a young  
single mother with a new-born baby, who 
had been coming to the meetings despite 
being unchurched and being quite  
unfamiliar with such Christian practices.  
She spoke of the healing effect the young 
mother had received from just being there! 

· Another friend of the mother pointed 
out the fragile condition of her health and 
that it was such that her greatest chance, 
and possibly her only hope, was healing 
from the Lord! 
· A woman, who had trouble just  
walking up and down, received prayer at 
one of the meetings.  She was seen during 
the Sunday service, hand in hand with  
Pastor Larry, a big smile on her face,  
walking up and down the aisle.  (Pastor 
Larry was so excited about this that he was 
still talking about it when I saw him off  
at the airport the next day.  He said he 
would come back at any time to lead more  
meetings for us!) 
· On the day before the meetings during 
a time of prayer and fasting (the same day  
a group in California called to say that they 
were praying and fasting for us as well!),  
a man came into our church because the 
door was open and he wanted to know more 
about the meetings.  I spoke to him briefly 
and invited him to come back.  It was clear 
that he had a broken heart.  (On the day  
he arrived, Pastor Larry made a public  
declaration that he had an “inkling” in his 
prayer closet that the major reason for his 
coming was to heal the broken-hearted 
rather than to conduct physical healings on 
a large scale.)  When everyone had left after 
the morning session, I left to pick up my 
children from school, leaving a note on  
the door of my expected return, and fully 
expecting others to join me for prayer for 
the rest of the day.  Because I was late  
returning, some who did come, as I learned 
later, left again.  Consequently when I  
arrived I was on my own, except for the 
man whom I could see from my car was 
trying the doors of the church hoping to get 
back in.  I hailed him before he could leave 

(Continued on page 2) 
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MEN’S MINISTRY GROUP: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting once a month on  
Saturday mornings. 

 

Join with us as we focus on men's  
concerns and discuss ways to better  

become the men God designed us to be. 
 

Next meeting: February 20th at 9:30 am 
in the Fellowship Room. 

 
For more info, call Ted Lavallee  

at 250-388-6483.  

and I spent the next three-and-a-half hours 
ministering to him while he shared his life 
with me.  No one showed up for prayer for 
the rest of the evening!  The man came 
Tuesday night and he came again the  
following night and by the end of the  
meeting he was smiling again! 
 
I was personally blessed to see our  
Pastor Rod minister together with Pastor 
Larry night after night, hour after hour.  
Perhaps God would have us make more use 
of this gift of Rod’s in our own church life! 
 
Recently I met with a woman in Sidney 
who is seeking fellowship and spiritual  
direction.  She told me she had seen me 
minister at the meeting she attended and 
that is the only reason she had felt that she 
could call me! 
 
I cannot recall any Christian event I have 
ever been involved in where I have been 
personally so blessed and unexpectedly 
blessed.  People would respond to every 
need that the organization required and 
would do so spontaneously and without 
hesitation.  Daily my spirits and my  
faith were lifted, and any sense of  
discouragement or frustration quickly  
disappeared. 
 
Our Healing Mission at COOL continues 
on 30 January with a full day of training 
provided by the leaders of the Vancouver 
Healing Rooms.  While we are still in the 
process of waiting prayerfully on the Lord 
to see whether He wants us to re-open the 
Victoria Healing Rooms (we might call 
January “retro” month at COOL since we 
also just re-opened our coffee house of 
many moons ago!), this training marks an 
important and necessary first step on the 
road to our possible re-application.   
 
Completion of this session will not  
necessarily qualify anyone automatically to 
be a part of a Healing Rooms team.  There 
will be further training required as well as 
opportunities for those unable to attend on 
the last Saturday in January.  But it will be 
a unique opportunity to learn first-hand 
about a major, worldwide, and reputable 
healing initiative.  Spokane-based, Healing 
Rooms International currently comprises 
over 1000 centres internationally.  Founded 
in 1914 by Canadian missionary John G. 

Lake, 100 000 cases of healing were  
documented in the first five years of its  
existence.  At that time the U.S.  
government declared Spokane to be  
the healthiest city in the world.  Local  
physicians were referring their patients to 
the healing rooms with greater frequency 
than the local hospital because more  
people were being healed outside the  
clinic than inside it! 
 
When Jesus issued the Great Commission 
(Matt 20:18-20) he prefaced it with the 
word Go.  This is clearly a command.  
What part of  Go is it that we don’t  
understand? If it is a command then it 
clearly extends to the teaching Jesus  
refers to after the baptizing.  In other 
words, we are to go and make disciples, 
baptizing them and then teaching them 
about everything that Jesus commands  
us to do. But how can we teach (train)  
others when we ourselves have not been 
taught (trained)?   
 
That is why every opportunity for training 
should be welcomed and embraced.  It is 
the responsibility of the pastors to provide 
the training that they feel is required to 
equip the saints.  Right now at COOL  
that training comprises the healing rooms 
and the Lenten course (subject to be  
determined) that Pastor Rod will be  
teaching.  As one Christian executive told 
his missionary group that, if training is a 
command from the Lord, then we had  
better have permission to stay home! 
 

Pastor Peter 

(Continued from page 1) 
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CHURCH OF OUR LORD  
ANNUAL GENERAL  

MEETING 
Sunday, February 14th, 2010 

 
There will be a combined  

service in the church  
at 10:30 am, 

followed by lunch  
($5 per head). 

 

The meeting will start  
after lunch. 

 

All members are  
encouraged to attend. 

____________________________________ 
 

Tuesday, February 16th: 
       Shrove Tuesday  

Pancake Supper  
 
 

(Details to follow -  
check your  

Sunday bulletins!) 
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PIROUETTE  
by Ted Lavallee 

  
The town was abuzz, this was the greatest 
thing that had ever happened and every-
body wanted in on it. Occasions like this 
only happen in large cities like Toronto or 
Montreal we thought, never in a one horse 
town in Northern Ontario of 1500 people. 
The really unbelievable part of all this was 
it would happen in our own home and  
I would be right in the middle of it all. 
 
Barbara Anne Scott, a native of Ottawa 
won Olympic Gold in 1948 in figure skating. 
She was the first woman to land a double 
Lutz in competition at the age of 13 and 
had 11 first place finishes to her credit.  
She and her entourage were on a cross- 
Canada tour in 1949 for reasons I didn't 
even ask about and would be meeting local  
dignitaries (all 2 of them) in our house. She 
was slim and blonde and 21 at the time 
and I was a gangly shy kid of 12. 
 
She was the most beautiful person I had 
ever seen and her dazzling smile and soft 
voice completely captivated me. Beauty in 
all its forms was created by God and our 
appreciation and desire for it is built right 
into us. Who among us is not moved by the 
beauty of a sunset on water, a clear  
burbling mountain stream or a heavily 
wooded valley viewed from a lofty perch? 
What awaits us in eternity? Can we 
glimpse its beauty? The Bible says,  
"Things which eye has not seen and ear 
has not heard and which have not entered 
the heart of man, all that God has prepared 
for those who love him."  
 
Wow, something better than anything we 
can imagine or experience in this world 
awaits us and it is a free gift!! Shouldn’t we 
spread the good news?? 
 
I watched Barbara Anne Scott  recently on 
TV carrying the Olympic flame into the 
House of Commons in Ottawa and though 
she is 81 years old now, in my opinion, she 
is still a beautiful, captivating woman. 

As we approach Lent, it's always a good 
time to clean out the clutter in our lives. 
That means disposing of useless papers 
and unused stuff, but also means throwing 
away old grudges. The prevalence and  
durability of grudges proves an observation 
that people don't always remember what 
you said or did, but they do remember how 
you made them feel. Can we be gracious to 
others, or, do we always need to be right? 
Grudges are nothing more than toxic 
memories of how someone made us feel. 
Those from the East taught that "To be 
wronged is nothing unless we continue to 
remember it." So why do so many of us 
choose to consciously preserve and revisit 
toxic feelings that detract from our  
happiness? Perhaps we fool ourselves into 
thinking we can inflict some sort of pain 
on the person who wronged us. In fact, 
holding onto a grudge is like holding onto 
a hot stone. It doesn't hurt the stone nor the 
person who gave it to us; it only hurts the 
one holding it. Carrying a grudge is like 
being stung to death by one bee. It doesn't 
matter how justified the bitter feelings are, 
nor how right we might happen to be. 
Holding onto a grievance turns pain into 
suffering. In a peculiar but devastating 
way, it empowers the wrongdoer to hurt  
us again and again. 
 
So, as we approach Lent 2010 (Ash 
Wednesday is February 17th), let us start 
out by giving ourselves a great gift. Muster 
the good sense and strength to root out  
and release deep-seated and long-held  
resentments. Give them over to Jesus in 

prayer. If you can, forgive, forgive and 
forgive. But all that's really necessary is a 
firm decision to let go of your grudges so 
you can move forward and free yourself of 
the chains of resentment. Until you do, you 
are a slave. Until you do, the spiritual 
weight of the baggage of resentment is 
crushing to your soul. Giving up these 
grudges is not something that we can do of 
our own volition and abilities. We can only 
do it with the help of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the Indwelling Presence of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
This Lent, give up more than chocolate or 
sweets, your favourite beverage or some 
habit that you would like to change. Give 
up resentment and unforgiveness and you 
will be more spiritually healthy. That is a 
tall order for Lent, but it is one that can be 
accomplished with God’s help. This Lent, 
on a daily basis, replace the resentment and 
unforgiveness that you oft-times carry and 
put something holy in it’s place like Holy 
Scripture, like the Real Presence of Christ 
in all of the things that you do, like acts of 
mercy, like almsgiving, like prayer, or a 
weekday liturgy. Try it, and you could 
raise your level of spiritual health. Ignore 
it, and you and God will have the same old 
you to deal with on Easter Day. 
 
May this coming Lenten Season be a time 
of reformation in your spirit as you grow 
on a daily basis with time spent in the  
Presence of Jesus Christ. 

+Charles, Bishop 

THE DURABILITY OF GRUDGES 

 
 
 
 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good,  His love endures forever. 
 

I must also thank Him for the impeccable timing  
and safe receipt of His anonymous gifts by mail. His love endures forever. 

 
My prayer for all my brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ is: 

‘Whatever need you may have today, God our creator in His love  
is willing to ‘fix it’.  He can and He will. Amen. 

 
My thank you seems so small compared to all God has done through COOL for me,  

but it comes from my heart. 
 

Janet Finnie. 



 

SUBMISSIONS FOR  
THE GRAPE VINE: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you would like to submit an article/
testimony/poem/joke/word puzzle, 

etc. for the next issue, please email 
or hand in at the office by  

Friday, February 19th. 
 

New material is always welcome. 

In our studies of the book, “The Shack”, 
Bambie posed the question, “How to know 
God better in the Seven Spirits of God?”   
I began to research this topic of the seven 
spirits of God and how thy apply in our 
daily living.  They are not separate in our 
sense of the word, but are a combined 
Spirit of God in seven branches.  We need 
all seven spirits to accomplish God’s will 
for us.  One or two won’t do, we need all 
seven to grow in God’s Grace.  There may 
be one or two predominant in our lives 
depending on what God has plans for us to 
do, but they all combine to become the 
Spirit of the Living God. 
 
To begin our study of the seven spirits of 
God we need to go back to the beginning 
of time itself when God spoke and said, 
“Let there be light.”  Genesis ch. 1 says  
it quite clearly, “In the beginning God  
created the heaven and the earth.  And the 
earth was without form, and was void;  
and darkness was upon the face of the 
deep.  And the Spirit of God moved upon 
the face of the waters.  And God said,  
“ Let there be light; and there was light. 
And God saw the light, that it was good.”  
 
So we have the Spirit of God moving over 
the world and creating His light, the light 
that came from God, the light that was 
God, the light that is God.  It is in that light 
that we begin to see things and events and  
occurrences that God reveals to us in His 
goodness and grace.  The seven spirits  
of God were in the beginning with God  
Himself.  God then manifested them to the  
Israelites in the construction of the great 
candle stick, the Menorah, as a reminder 
that He alone was the true living God of 
Israel and the world. 
 
In our study of the seven spirits of God it  
is necessary to return to the construction of 
the great candlestick of Menorah that was 
created and set up in the Tabernacle during 
the time the Israelites were wandering in 
the desert for 40 years and why it was 
done.  The instructions for creating this 
Menorah were given to Moses from God 
on Mount Sinai.  These instruction were 
very explicit and exact and God chose the 

artisan Bezalel to manufacture the candle-
stick. Exodus  25: 31-40 lists the  
instructions for the construction of the  
Menorah used in the tabernacle:  
 
 31 "Make a lampstand of pure gold and 
hammer it out, base and shaft; its flower-
like cups, buds and blossoms shall be of 
one piece with it. 32 Six branches are to 
extend from the sides of the lampstand—
three on one side and three on the other.  
33 Three cups shaped like almond flowers 
with buds and blossoms are to be on one 
branch, three on the next branch, and the 
same for all six branches extending from 
the lampstand. 34 And on the lampstand 
there are to be four cups shaped like  
almond flowers with buds and blossoms.  
35 One bud shall be under the first pair of 
branches extending from the lampstand,  
a second bud under the second pair, and a 
third bud under the third pair—six 
branches in all. 36 The buds and branches 
shall all be of one piece with the lamp-
stand, hammered out of pure gold. 
 37 "Then make its seven lamps and set 
them up on it so that they light the space in 
front of it. 38 Its wick trimmers and trays 
are to be of pure gold. 39 A talent of pure 
gold is to be used for the lampstand and all 
these accessories. 40 See that you make 
them according to the pattern shown you 
on the mountain. 
 
Bezalel was the artisan who made the  
original candlestick or Menorah.  It was 
made from 3,000 shekels of gold, which  
is roughly the equivalent of $1,000.00, and 
its weight was approximately 150 pounds 
of pure gold.  Its height was approximately 
6 feet.  It was a magnificent piece of  
artistry designed by God Himself and  
fashioned by Bezalel according to God’s 
instructions.  
 
The construction of the Menorah was  
considered a religious order in Judaism.  
The Menorah is often referred to as a  
“candlestick” or “lampstand” and is  
literally a “lamp bearer”.  A light unto the 
Gentiles through Israel.  The light of the 
Menorah was derived from pure olive oil. 
 

THE SEVEN SPIRITS OF GOD  
Part One 

By Bishop Rob 
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UNLESS YOU ARE IN ME 
 
 

I cannot answer You 
unless You are in me. 

 
I cannot find joy 

unless You are in me. 
 

I cannot find peace 
unless You are in me. 

 
I cannot find love 

unless You are in me. 
 

I cannot know You 
unless You are in me. 

 
I cannot come to You 
unless You are in me. 

 
I cannot join my faith to You 

unless You are in me. 
 

I cannot speak for You 
unless You are in me. 

 
For You the door is open; 

I am Yours for always. 
 
 

Sylvia McGillivray 



KIDS KORNER 
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GOD CAN DO IT! The king wouldn’t listen to Moses. He didn’t believe that Moses was sent by God. God sent gnats  
and flies and locusts and other plagues to Egypt to make the king listen. Find God’s message by colouring all the bugs  

that contain lower case letters, then copy the CAPITAL letters that are left to the spaces below. 

L 
E 

j 

T 
e h b 

g 

M Y d P 
E i 

O f 

P L 
f E 

a 

G 
n O 

r 

_ _ _  _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _  
 

THEORY  
OF  

CREATION 
 
 
 
 

 
 

God created the mule and told him, ‘You will be mule, 
working constantly from dusk to dawn, carrying heavy 
loads on your back. You will eat grass and lack intelligence. 
You will love for 50 years.’ 
The mule answered, ’To live like this for 50 years is too 
much. Please, give me no more than 20.’ And it was so. 
 
Then God created the dog and told him, ‘You will hold  
vigilance over the dwellings of man, to whom you will be  
his greatest companion. You will eat his table scraps and 
live for 25 years.’ 
And the dog responded, ‘Lord, to live 25 years as a dog  
like that is too much. Please, no more than 10 years.’  
And it was so. 
 
God then created the monkey and told him, ‘You are a 
monkey. You shall swing from tree to tree, acting like an 
idiot. You will be funny and you shall live for 20 years.’ 
 
 
 

And the monkey responded, ‘Lord, to live 20 years as the 
clown of the world is too much. Please Lord, give me no 
more than 10 years.’ And it was so. 
 
Finally, God created man and told him, ‘You are man, the 
only rational being that walks the earth. You will use your 
intelligence to have mastery over the creatures of the 
world. You will dominate the earth and live for 20 years.’ 
And the man responded, ‘Lord, to be man for only 20 years 
is too little. Please Lord, give me the 30 years the mule 
refused, the 15 years the dog refused and the 10 years the 
monkey rejected.’ And it was so. 
 
And so God made man to live 20 years as a man, then 
marry and live 30 years like a mule working and carrying 
heavy loads on his back. Then, to have children and live  
15 years as a dog, guarding his house and eating the left-
overs after they empty the pantry; then, in his old age, to 
live 10 years as a monkey, acting like an idiot to amuse his 
grandchildren. 
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Laying the Cornerstone 
February 15, 1930 

  
1 Corinthians 3: 9-11 

For we are all God’s workers...But  
whoever is building on this foundation 

must be very careful. For no one can lay 
any foundation other than the one we 

already have—Jesus Christ. 
 
            For Church of Our Lord, the month 
of January always marks the promise of a 
fresh start for it is the anniversary month of 
our church building.  The dedication service 
was held on January 16, 1876, so 2010 
marks 134 years of continuous worship in 
our beautiful sanctuary.  February brings 
another significant anniversary—February 
15th is the 60th anniversary of the laying  
of the Cornerstone of Cridge Memorial 
Hall, which is now part of our wonderful 
Community Ministry Centre.   
The Cornerstone was laid by Premier 
Simon Fraser Tolmie who in his remarks 
paid tribute to the inspiring example of 
Bishop Cridge and his beloved wife 
Mary.  Extensive newspaper coverage  
was given to this impressive event, which 
included a full church service. Here is an 
edited version of part of Premier Tolmie’s 
speech: 
 
            We are gathered on this occasion to 
lay the corner stone of this fine building 
which is being erected to perpetuate the 
memory of the late Bishop Cridge, who did 
very valuable work in laying the foundation 
of our beautiful city. 
            A gathering of this kind recalls 
many memories of the past.  Bishop Cridge, 
in whose memory this building is being 
erected, landed in Victoria seventy-five 
years ago.  At that time there was simply 
the Hudson’s Bay fort, and very few other 
buildings located here, and until a church 
could be erected, services were held within 
the fort.  Bishop Cridge was the first  
regularly established Protestant clergyman 
on Vancouver Island….In 1874, the first 
Reformed Episcopal Church was organised 
in this city. At the head of that congregation  
 
 

 
were a fine lot of old pioneers, men who 
will go down in history as having laid the  
foundations, not only of Victoria, but also 
the colonies of Vancouver Island and  
British Columbia, and later the province of 
British Columbia. 
             In 1876, when this church was  
established here first, mud flats existed in 
what was known as James Bay.  A row of 
shacks extended westerly from the rear of 
the church property along Humboldt Street 
and was known as Kanaka Row.  A wooden 
bridge extended from Government Street to 
what was then known as Birdcage Walk. 
What a change has taken place!  The mud 
flats have been filled in; we have the great 
Canadian Pacific Railway hotel, the  
Crystal Garden and many other buildings 
of prominence, indicating the substantial 
progress that has been made by the city  
of Victoria since those days. 
            Through all this material progress 
that we have made, the memory of Bishop 
Cridge and his noble wife who assisted him, 
will still live on, being indelibly imprinted 
on the minds of Victorians for the excellent 
work that they did.  The Bishop lived to  
an age of ninety-six years, a long and  
exceedingly useful life.  He was the  
father of the hospital service in British  
Columbia, he was the first Superintendent 
of  Education in British Columbia, and in  
1856 conducted the prayers at the first  
Parliament on Vancouver Island. 
            It is of special interest to me to be 
with you on this occasion.  As a very small 
boy I attended a school conducted by Mrs. 
Cridge, on the corner of Kane and Quadra 
Streets, opposite the old cemetery.  Later 
on, I attended a school conducted by 
Bishop Cridge, on View Street, near  
Douglas.  I knew both of them very well—
both were refined, kindly characters,  
possessing personalities that would  
immediately inspire confidence in all who 
had the pleasure of meeting them.  And so, 
in a new country like this, it is men and 
women like Bishop Cridge and Mrs.  
Cridge who lay the foundations for future 
prosperity and who leave behind them a  
 
 

 
history that will last long after they have  
gone.  We have the same opportunities  
as were possessed by them, only perhaps  
under different circumstances, but the  
lives of these two people must inspire in  
the bosom of every well-thinking person  
a desire to do likewise, a desire to  
accomplish things in this great new country 
of ours, a desire to leave behind such a  
record as has been left by Bishop and Mrs. 
Cridge.  Particularly should this inspire 
those who have assumed the responsibility 
of conducting the Reformed Episcopal 
Church, and they should feel stronger, 
and more determined to carry on, when 
thinking of what has been accomplished in 
our community by the great Bishop and 
his wife. 
            The Cridge Memorial idea,  
originated with the late Mr. R.S. Day 
[Rector’s Warden] in 1913, immediately 
after Bishop Cridge’s death. Owing to the 
war, the entire project was shelved until 
November 1926 when the whole scheme 
was revived and put in the hands of the 
Bishop Cridge Memorial committee, of 
which Mr. T.H. Laundy is chairman. 
Most of the funds were obtained by canvass 
and amounted approximately to $10,000. 
The Ladies’ Aid and other women’s  
organizations in the church have also  
assisted materially with funds.  
             
Good progress was made in building and 
Cridge Memorial Hall was officially 
opened on Wednesday, April 16, 1930. 
 
 

FROM THE ARCHIVES 
by Sylvia Van Kirk, Heritage Coordinator 

email: archives@churchofourlord.org 

Simon Fraser Tolmie, 21st Premier of BC 



We spent the past year travelling around 
the world.  It seems kind of flat blurting it out 
like that, but in simple terms we unplugged 
our life for a year and fulfilled a dream.  We 
are very thankful for the ability to afford it 
and very grateful to God for the gift of this 
past year.  
  
Leaving in late August 08 and returning in  
July 09 we travelled west around the globe, 
logging over 30,000 miles and visiting 15 
countries.  For eight months previous, Dave 
drove Heather around the bend with project 
manager’s charts and weekly progress  
meetings but eventually on August 27, 2008 
we climbed on Air New Zealand and 
headed for Auckland.  There was a rumour 
that we were sailing around the world, 
probably because people know we are  
sailors but no, we went in jets mostly, with 
Star Alliance network of airlines, on round 
the world (RTW) tickets.  
 

We are asked many questions about our 
trip that would take too long to answer in 
this newsletter.  Instead, we refer you to  
our blogsite for a newly published FAQ 
summary which covers much of what  
enquiring minds have wanted to know since 
our return. All of our write-ups and selected 
photos that we posted enroute are archived 
there as well. Find it at: 
www.globalmurrays.wordpress.com    
  

To give you an idea, though, highlights  
included hiking up an active volcano in 
Vanuatu, camping with kangaroos in  
Australia, single-filing up the Franz Josef   
glacier,  shooting  rabbits and shepherding 
sheep in New Zealand, chocolate and 
mango massages in Bali, tuk-tuking in  
Thailand, dining on deep-fried spiders  
in Cambodia, fascinating forts of the  
maharajas in India, Turkish delights,  
a month of serenity on Sifnos (Greece), 
rugby revelry in England, and sampling  
single malt in Scotland.   
 
We did volunteer stints in two locations:  
in northern Thailand, we worked at a  
sanctuary for abused and sick elephants 
called the Elephant Nature Park and in  
southern India, we worked with an  
organization called Bless who are installing 
composting toilets for the villages and 
schools of the area.  
  
 Our other joy was connecting with family 
and friends in farflung places and some 
long overdue reconnecting in the case of 
old college friends of Heather’s in Australia.  
The homespun hospitality  was so very  
welcome after months on the road!  We 
were also grateful for the chance to spend 
some time with Heather’s parents in Nova 
Scotia, while her Dad was on the mend 
from surgery for soft tissue cancer last 
spring.  
  
How has this experienced changed us?   
A year on the road has an effect on you that 
is hard to explain without experiencing it.  
By far the biggest advantage is the chance 
at 50 to take the time to evaluate where you 
have been in your life to date, to branch out 
and see parts of the rest of the world, to 
stretch yourself out of your comfort zone 
and then ask yourself what to do with the 
rest of your life when you return.  Do we 
want to make a difference in the world or 
just live our nice North American lifestyle?  
Will we continue just as we left off or do 
something different?  Your RRSPs may 
have tanked but you can’t take them with 
you, so what will be your legacy?  These 
are good questions to ask in midlife and we 
are still answering them.   
 
Many times on our travels we met people 
who showed a lot of interest in what we 
were doing and at one point Dave remarked 
“You know, Heather, for this brief moment 
in time, we are really very interesting, let’s  
enjoy it!”   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
While we are back to “normal life”, we don’t 
feel it inside, and know that God blessed 
our journey as a family in ways we still don’t 
fully see.  We encourage you to persevere 
in your own dreams of global exploration, 
for the sheer magic of it and to nurture  
our understanding of other cultures and 
individuals.   

 With love and wishes for your  
own Olympic year,  

 Heather, Dave, and Ben 
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VICTORIA SUZUKI 
PIANO SCHOOL 

Victoria & Langford 
‘Since music has so much to do with the 

molding of character, it is necessary that we 
teach our children’ Aristotle 

 

· A Montessori-styled music  
environment for young children. 

· A personalized music program for 
middle and high school students. 

 

Bambie Maree  A.V.C.M. 
30 years teaching experience 

www.vsps.ca   250-385-8355 
musicnow@islandnet.com 

 

‘Music is that which penetrates the ear with 
facility and quits the memory with difficulty’ 

Thomas Beecham 
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The GrapeVine is the 
official newsletter of:  
Church of Our Lord  

626 Blanshard St 
Victoria BC V8W 3G6  

Tel: 250-383-8915  
Fax: 250-383-8916 

email: office@churchofourlord.org 
website: www.churchofourlord.org 

 

Rector: Rev. Dr. Rod Ellis 
Assistant Pastor: Rev. Peter Umland 
GrapeVine Editor: Ingrid Andreller 

 
 

While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy  
of this publication, responsibility cannot be taken  

for any errors which may inadvertently occur.  
Copyright of text remains with Church of Our Lord. 

 

This publication is distributed without charge  
and may not be sold for profit. 

COOL Mission Statement: 
“To know and love our Lord 

To go and grow His Church.”  

 

PRAYER CHAIN  
 

For personal and emergency  
prayer requests, contact 

Lynne Ellis at 250-652-6496  
or email: lynneellis@shaw.ca 

 

TITHES and 
DONATIONS: 

�
�

Direct Debit or Pre-authorized Credit Card 
payments are an easy and convenient 

alternative to envelopes.  
Please call Pam Beecroft at  

250-812-9217 for more information. 
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Victoria Prayer Counselling is a safe place 
where Christians in need of healing can 

come to open their hearts to Almighty God  
and receive His healing through prayer,  

loving counsel and the Word of God. 
 

2604 Quadra Street,  
Victoria, B.C. V8T 4E4   

 
 
 
 
 
Sanctuary Youth Centre  

 
www.sanctuaryyouth.org  

Tel: 250-385-6255  
 

Open Tuesday-Thursday 
3 pm to 5 pm & 7 pm to 9 pm. 

Fridays: 3 pm to 9 pm 

LEADING INFLUENCE  
MINISTRIES 

Chaplaincy Ministry to our MLAs 
 
 

Rev. Tim Schindel 
Tel: 250-483-5403 

 

www.leadinginfluence.com 

UNDER THE  
UMBRELLA  

Pre-school daycare 
 
    Raymonde         

Foyster  
Tel: 250-320-0022 

 

THE TABLE 
ACiC– Victoria Church Plant 

Drawing people into communion with 
Jesus Christ and community with one 
another and sends them in mission to 

bless our neighbours. 
 

Rev. Josh Wilton & Rev. Andy Withrow 
2nd floor, 626 Blanshard St 

250–661-4141 
www.tablechurch.ca 


